ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES FOR GERMANY

Statement Made at the Sitting

of the Council of Foreign Ministers

December 5, 1947

Mr. Marshall quoted here the last three paragraphs of
his statement. But it seems to me that the main purport of
J;he American delegation's statement is contained in the fol-
lowing words of Mr. Marshall: "Before the Council decides
on the kind of government to be set up in Germany, we
must agree on common principles in Germany necessary to
enable a government to function effectively. In my opinion,
these include: the basic freedoms for the individual; the
abolition of zonal boundaries, except as delimitation of oc-
cupation areas, with no hindrance to the free flow of per-
sons, ideas and goods throughout the whole of Germany;
and a clear determination of the economic burdens the Ger-
man people are to bear."
Thus one can say that the main idea of this statement
amounts to the following: before deciding the question of
the formation of a German government it is necessary to
secure, irrespective of the existing zones, the free flow of
goods throughout the whole of Germany, as well as to de-
termine Germany's economic obligations.
It is evident from Mr. Marshall's statement that the
American delegation would postpone the -question of the
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